
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H9907November 4, 1997
committee assignment on the Commit-
tee on Appropriations, so we are look-
ing forward to bigger and better things
from the gentleman from Alabama as
well.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I have enjoyed very
much working with my colleague
across the aisle. In my years here in
Congress, I came to this Congress so I
could be on this committee, we have
accomplished a number of extraor-
dinary things together. We have fought
battles in the trenches; won most of
them, but not all of them. I want to
congratulate the gentleman as well and
the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr.
SENSENBRENNER] as well as the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. BROWN] for
those years of service. I just hope that
my move now to another committee
will give me a chance to advance my
work with the space issues as well.

Mr. BROWN of California. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to rise in support of H.R. 1702, as
amended, also known as the Commercial
Space Act of 1997. This bill, while not perfect,
represents another step in Congress’s efforts
to promote the development of a vibrant,
growing commercial space sector.

In the forty years since the dawn of the
Space Age, Congress has enacted a series of
legislative measures that have helped to in-
crease the private sector’s role in satellite
communications, launch services, and remote
sensing. As a result, commercial space activi-
ties have become a significant component of
the nation’s economy, and they give every in-
dication of being even more significant in the
years ahead.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that America is best
served by both a strong commercial space
sector and a strong governmental commitment
to space research and development. On the
one hand, government should not try to com-
pete with the private sector. On the other
hand, the existence of a commercial space
sector does not relieve the Federal govern-
ment of its responsibility to undertake those
activities that only it can and/or should carry
out.

I believe that H.R. 1702, while a relatively
modest bill, includes a number of useful provi-
sions, especially those related to reentry vehi-
cle licensing, launch operations, and commer-
cial launch services. I would note that the ver-
sion of H.R. 1702 that is under consideration
today also contains an amendment intended
to at least partially address a concern I had
raised about the Union Calendar version of
the bill.

Specifically, existing law allows NASA to un-
dertake cooperative missions with other na-
tions that involve flying U.S. government pay-
loads on foreign launch vehicles. Such an op-
tion can provide significant benefits to both
parties, lowering costs to each partner and al-
lowing enhanced mission capabilities. To cite
just one example, the law allowed the highly
successful Topex-Poseidon Earth science mis-
sion to be conducted with the French. That
law also makes possible other cooperative
space and Earth science missions, as well giv-
ing us the flexibility we will need to most effec-
tively resupply the International Space Station.

I strongly believe that the ability to under-
take such cooperative missions is in our na-
tional interest. The Union Calendar version of
H.R. 1702 would have deleted that provision
from existing law. An amendment that is in-
cluded in the bill before us today restores that
provision, albeit with restrictions. While I wish
that the amendment had simply reaffirmed ex-
isting law, I believe that it represents a posi-
tive step forward in addressing the issue. I
want to express my appreciation to Chairman
SENSENBRENNER for his willingness to work
with me on this matter.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that, on balance,
H.R. 1702 is a useful bill. I recognize that the
Administration has several areas of continuing
concern with the bill. I intend to work with the
Chairman, the Administration, and our coun-
terparts in the Senate to resolve any remain-
ing differences and enact a commercial space
bill during the 105th Congress.

I urge Members to suspend the rules and
pass H.R. 1702, as amended.

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore [Mr.
PACKARD]. The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
California [Mr. ROHRABACHER] that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 1702, as amended.

The question was taken.
Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, I object

to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 5, rule I, and the Chair’s
prior announcement, further proceed-
ings on this motion will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.
f

GENERAL LEAVE
Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 1702.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.
f

ADDITION OF NAMES OF MEMBERS
AS COSPONSORS OF H.R. 1702

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that the names
of the following members who were in-
advertently not included as cosponsors
of H.R. 1702 be placed in the RECORD at
this point:

Mr. DOYLE of Pennsylvania;
Mr. HASTINGS from Florida; and
Mr. BRADY from Texas.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.
f

NATIONAL SALVAGE MOTOR VEHI-
CLE CONSUMER PROTECTION
ACT OF 1997
Mr. BLILEY. Mr. Speaker, I move to

suspend the rules and pass the bill

(H.R. 1839) to establish nationally uni-
form requirements regarding the ti-
tling and registration of salvage, non-
repairable, and rebuilt vehicles, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 1839

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National
Salvage Motor Vehicle Consumer Protection
Act of 1997’’.
SEC. 2. MOTOR VEHICLE TITLING AND DISCLO-

SURE REQUIREMENTS.
(a) AMENDMENT TO TITLE 49, UNITED STATES

CODE.—Subtitle VI of title 49, United States
Code, is amended by inserting a new chapter
at the end:

‘‘CHAPTER 333—AUTOMOBILE SAFETY
AND TITLE DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS

‘‘Sec.
‘‘33301. Definitions.
‘‘33302. Passenger motor vehicle titling.
‘‘33303. Disclosure and label requirements on

transfer of rebuilt salvage vehi-
cles.

‘‘33304. Report on funding.
‘‘33305. Effect on State law.
‘‘33306. Civil and criminal penalties.
‘‘33307. Actions by States.
‘‘§ 33301. Definitions

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—For the purposes of this
chapter:

‘‘(1) PASSENGER MOTOR VEHICLE.—The term
‘passenger motor vehicle’ shall have the
same meaning given such term by section
32101(10), except, notwithstanding section
32101(9), it shall include a multipurpose pas-
senger vehicle (constructed on a truck chas-
sis or with special features for occasional
off-road operation), or a truck, other than a
truck referred to in section 32101(10)(B),
when that vehicle or truck is rated by the
manufacturer of such vehicle or truck at not
more than 10,000 pounds gross vehicle
weight, and except further, it shall only in-
clude a vehicle manufactured primarily for
use on public streets, roads, and highways.

‘‘(2) SALVAGE VEHICLE.—The term ‘salvage
vehicle’ means any passenger motor vehicle,
other than a flood vehicle or a nonrepairable
vehicle, which—

‘‘(A) is a late model vehicle which has been
wrecked, destroyed, or damaged, to the ex-
tent that the total cost of repairs to rebuild
or reconstruct the passenger motor vehicle
to its condition immediately before it was
wrecked, destroyed, or damaged, and for
legal operation on the roads or highways, ex-
ceeds 80 percent of the retail value of the
passenger motor vehicle;

‘‘(B) is a late model vehicle which has been
wrecked, destroyed, or damaged, and to
which an insurance company acquires owner-
ship pursuant to a damage settlement (ex-
cept in the case of a settlement in connec-
tion with a recovered stolen vehicle, unless
such vehicle sustained damage sufficient to
meet the damage threshold prescribed by
subparagraph (A)); or

‘‘(C) the owner wishes to voluntarily des-
ignate as a salvage vehicle by obtaining a
salvage title, without regard to the level of
damage, age, or value of such vehicle or any
other factor, except that such designation by
the owner shall not impose on the insurer of
the passenger motor vehicle or on an insurer
processing a claim made by or on behalf of
the owner of the passenger motor vehicle
any obligation or liability.

‘‘(3) SALVAGE TITLE.—The term ‘salvage
title’ means a passenger motor vehicle own-
ership document issued by the State to the
owner of a salvage vehicle. A salvage title
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